Thanksgiving. Perhaps that is also part of the providence ‘writ large’ in the GCC storyline. It serves as an
ongoing reminder to keep us humble and thankful for what the Lord has done in our midst.

By the way, don’t forget that thanksgiving is not only inscribed in our church history; it is also enshrined

in our national heritage. As Plymouth Colony Governor William Bradford wrote in his November 29, 1623
Thanksgiving Proclamation, “Let us render thanksgiving to Almighty God for all His blessings.” So let us
render now and always.
And all God’s people said.......
Amen,

Fd

ELDERS AND DEACONS...

Elders / Board Meeting
November 11"
Tuesday—6 pm

[American Way Campus]

LADIES CIRCLES....

Dorcas Circle “Crafty Ladies” Fall Craft Night
Meeting November 20th
November 11 Thursday - 6 pm
Tuesday — 10:30 am [American Way Campus]
Lunch afterward at Olive Garden All Ladies Invited!
Come to the Back Door

*  Bring an Egg Carton

[All ladies are invited to participate in either or both circles.]

BUTTERBEAN AUCTION
= 3’\:‘5/'\; '\Sl:v
Yl e November 18"
Tuesday — 1 pm
- [Everyone invited!]

[For more information about the “Butterbean Auction” and/or to donate items, you may contact
“Butterbean Auctioneer” Lisa Darnell at (423)782-0963)




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION / CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE

It has been an exciting fall season for children / youth ministry at GCC. Our “Grace Cadets” program is
prospering under the leadership of Adam McCloud. Attendance is up on Sundays and Wednesdays, new “Grace Cadets”
shirts (designed by Adam) are being proudly sported by our young people, and enthusiasm is peaked. The month of
October ended with our Walk-Thru / Drive-Thru “Hullabaloo” which was a wonderful outreach opportunity to extend
friendship to our neighbors and to have presence in the community. Three hundred treat bags that included candy, trinkets,
and a letter of invite were distributed.

For more information about the “Grace Cadets” program, please see Adam’s column below. And don’t forget
Christian education is also for adults. Sunday School (10 am), Sunday morning worship (11 am), Sunday evening worship
(6 pm), and Wednesday S.A.L.T. Bible Study (6 pm) are all opportunities for learning more about God’s Word and
exploring the Christian faith we hold dear. Please be encouraged to remain always a student of the Bible.

SE 4 GRACE CADETS NEWS

What a wonderful season it’s been in our children and youth ministry! We’ve seen new
faces joining us each week and a growing excitement as our group continues to learn and grow
together. It’s been such a blessing to watch our children and youth connect, build friendships,
and deepen their faith.

We’re continuing our study of inspiring heroes of the Bible and the Gospel of Luke,
discovering new lessons about courage, faith, and God’s heart for His people. Recently, we’ve
learned from Jonathan’s shieldbearer about standing strong beside others, from Shiphrah and
Puah about doing what’s right even when it’s hard, and from King Josiah about following God
wholeheartedly. In Luke, we continue to see how Jesus meets people where they are and shows
them—and us—what real love looks like.

As we head into the holiday season, there’s a special sense of joy and anticipation in the
air. This is the perfect time to invite your children, grandchildren, and neighbors to join us as
we celebrate together, learn from God’s Word, and prepare our hearts for the true meaning of
Christmas.

Thank you for your continued support, prayers, and encouragement. God is doing great
things, and we can’t wait to see how He continues to grow and bless our ministry in the
months ahead!

- Adam
Adam McCloud — 423-607-0715 or abmccloud@gmail.com

|
f{g-.,? GEMS OF WISDOM FROM OUR FOREBEARS

“O God, beneath Thy guiding hand
Our exiled fathers crossed the sea;
And when they trod the wintry strand
With prayer and psalm they worshipped Thee.

Thou heard’st, well pleased, the song and prayer
Thy blessing came and still its power;
Shall onward through all ages bear
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The memory of that ‘Pilgrim Hour’.
[by Leonard Bacon, 1802-1881; from “The Pilgrim Fathers’, 1868, stanzas 1 & 2]




MISSIONS UPDATE

Our recent Walk-Thru / Drive Thru “Hullabaloo” on Friday, October 31% was an outreach event that included a
mission emphasis. Approximately 300 treat bags were distributed to automobile and pedestrian visitors. The bags
included candy, trinkets (with Christian-themed items), and church information / invitation. Of course, the GCC helpers
were able to personally engage many visitors. The whole idea was community contact, extending hospitality, and
planting seeds. That mission was accomplished and, as always, we entrust the results to the Lord.

The next ‘hands-on’ mission opportunities will be in conjunction with the Christmas season. They will include
“Operation Christmas Child” shoeboxes, the “Warm Tree”, the Roller-Russ House Christmas Outreach, and the Hope
Haven Christmas Outreach. The “Operation Christmas Child” Shoeboxes are already available at the display in the
fellowship hall. For additional information about preparing the boxes, you may contact Jennifer Starnes, Patty Turner,
and Kay Cook. The boxes are due at the church by Sunday, November 16, In the days and weeks ahead, watch, look,
and listen for more details about the holiday mission opportunities.

In addition to the aforementioned reports and opportunities, GCC continues with its year-round support of 14
missions and 3 local recipients of donated items. Of the 14 missions, 5 are supported monthly and 9 are supported on a
rotating basis. For the 3 local recipients, reports are as follows:

e Kay Cook reported that in October 130 individually-wrapped snack items were delivered to the Ballad-
HYV “Hospitality Snack Cart”.

e Robert Thompson reported that the Andrew Johnson School “Clorox / Lysol Wipes Supply” packets are
being held in inventory until the next delivery.

e Jeff Arrington reported that the current soap inventory is 1186. We are closing in our goal of 1200+ bars.
In December the soap will be delivered in December to the Sullivan County Jail Ministry for inclusion in
their “Hope Bags” distributed to inmates and staff.

Mission support — financial, prayer, and hands-on involvement — is exceedingly important. Thanks to everyone

for being missions-minded and to Jennifer Starnes for keeping us missions-reminded bia the fellowship hall bulletin
board.

*MISSIONS QUOTE*

“The Great Commission calls the Church to keep the Kingdom as its central focus... The model of mission in the Bible
guides the Church in witnessing to and living out the reality of God’s reign in the world.”
[by Wilbert Shenk, 1995 — from Write The Vision, p. 94]

UPDATES

Please make the following updates in your church directory:
e New phone number for BOBBY COOK — (423) 343-2791
e New phone number for ROBERT THOMPSON — (423) 408-9237
e New address for LESLIE LAWSON & MELODY SALYER
1700 Ridgeway Drive
Kingsport, TN 37664

CONDOLENCES FOR OCTOBER

The GCC family of faith extends prayers of condolence to the following families whose loved ones have recently
passed away and joined the “CHURCH TRIUMPHANT” to be with Jesus forever.
e The Family of Brenda Flynn (1948-2025)
[Sister of Henry Funkhouser]
e The Family of Butch Brock (1949-2025)
[Brother of Sue Parks]
e The Family of Jewel Baker (1926-2025)
[Mother of Sue Parks]
e The Family of Casey Myers (1978-2025)
[Husband of Crystal Myers — Kathy McCoy’s granddaughter]



graceFULLY-noted

Thanks to our October worship leaders for the month of October. Those were ADAM MCCLOUD (October 5),
LUCY BUSH (October 12), SUZANNE JETER (October 19), and KAY COOK (October 26). Much appreciation
to these servants who helped us proclaim our faith to commence each Lord’s Day.
Thanks to the GCC PRAISE TEAM for practicing each week to proclaim the Gospel in song every Sunday. The
fruit of their labors is a congregation spiritually enriched by the ministry of music. Specials for October were
“How Great Thou Art” (Oct. 5), “Faith & Trust Medley” (Oct. 12), and “Ancient Words” (Oct. 19. Also thanks to
VICKI CLEVINGER for faithfully leading the Praise Team and to LILY WISE, PIANIST and CINDY
HARDEE, ORGANIST for their excellent musicianship at the instruments.
Thanks to PAT HULL for leading our service on Sunday evening, October 12", His insights about Columbus Day
and the applicable Biblical lessons on vision, courage, boldness, and perseverance made the service truly special.
And the dobro music was “icing on the cake”! Be sure to thank Pat for sharing his ministry and music gifts with
GCC.
GCC prayers of praise are lifted for the October 5™ decision of BOB DADE to place his membership at GCC. Be
sure to add to your church directory the following information:

BOB DADE

2116 Cypress Street

Kingsport, TN 37664

(423) 612-5372
Thanks to NYKI BRIGGS, ROSE LANE, SAM PIERSON, HENRY FUNKHOUSER, KATHY HAKES,
ETHEL BUSICK, PHYLLIS JACKSON, JEFF & PHYLLIS ARRINGTON, MIKE & SUZANNE JETER, and
NICK & LUCY BUSH for representing GCC at the Sullivan County Jail Ministry “Annual Banquet” on Friday,
October3rd. The banquet was held at First Presbyterian Church adjacent to King University in Bristol, TN. Much
appreciation to these GCCers for giving us a strong presence in support of the jail ministry and long-time
Chaplain, Kent Pugh.
A big GCC praise-offering is extended for the blessing of sharing together in this year’s Fall Preaching Mission
with our sister churches — BELVUE CHRISTIAN, MORRISON CITY CHRISTIAN, and INDIAN SPRINGS
CHRISTIAN. The preaching, special music, and fellowship were fantastic. Everyone came together to
underscore, highlight, punctuate, and emphasize our theme — “Really? Really!” Special thanks to all four families
of faith for joining as 1 big family of faith. Also, much appreciation to those in each church for providing
refreshments every night. Special thanks to SUZANNE JETER for providing a custom-decorated cake to
creatively capture the preaching mission theme. It was both beautiful and tasty. It doesn’t get any better than
when Christians share food for the soul, then food for the body, unified around their common faith in Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Congratulations to ARRIQUE GADSON & NICHOLE LANE (granddaughter of the late Cathy Wallace) who
were married on Sunday, October 26, Their wedding was held on the grounds of Allandale Mansion. May God’s
good graces bless Arrique and Nichole with all the best of life.
Thanks to all GCCers for sharing delicious food and delectable dessert items at our “Potluck” Fellowship Meal on
Wednesday, October 29", With fellowship, friendship, and familyship added around the tables, it was a mid-week
glimpse of Heaven on earth! Also thanks to everyone for pitching in to clean-up and set-up after the meal.
Teamwork always gets it done.
Thanks to LUCY BUSH and SUZANNE JETER for planning and organizing everything for our Drive-Thru /
Walk-Thru “Hullabaloo”. Much appreciation to LUCY BUSH, SUZANNE JETER, LAURA GRESH, JANICE
COBB, VICKI CLEVINGER, MIKE JETER, PARKER GOLDEN, ROSE LANE, PATTY JOHNSON, KITTY
BEVERLY, PAM WILLIS, KATHY HAKES, MASON GODDARD, AND CASSIDY BOYLES for preparing
the treat bags on Thursday, October 30", Also, much appreciation to MIKE & SUZANNE JETER, NICK &
LUCY BUSH, GARY & KITTY BEVERLY, MASON GODDARD, CASSIDY BOYLES, ROBERT &
MARYBETH THOMPSON, EDWARD THOMPSON, HENRY FUNKHOUSER, MARY CARROLL, GAVIN
COLLETTE, KAILEY MAGIERA, SARAH SHORT, PAM WILLIS, CHUCK OLSON, ROSE LANE, and
VICKI CLEVINGER for staffing the “Hullabaloo” event on Friday, October 31°. Special thanks to GARY
BEVERLY and WAYNE DARNELL for setting up the tent and to a host of GCCers who donated candy and
trinket items for the bags.
Thanks to KAYE TIPTON and PAULA KEITH for keeping the flowers at GCC changing and seasonally
apropos. Kaye in the sanctuary — vestibule and Paula in the walk-way planter box make time spent at the East
Sevier Campus supported by the beautiful ambience of floral display.



graceFULLY-noted, continued

Thanks to FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH aux. CHARLOTTE DADE for donating books, youth curriculum, and
a director’s chair to GCC. Much appreciation to FCC for entrusting these items to our use.

Thanks to NYKI BRIGGS, SAM PIERSON, LOIS STARNES, HENRY FUNKHOUSER, KAY COOK, BOBBY
COOK, GARY BEVERLY, KITTY BEVERLY, PATTY TURNER, JENNIFER STARNES, TONY TIPTON,
KAYE TIPTON, WAYNE DARNELL, LISA DARNELL, JANICE COBB, PHYLLIS JACKSON, and KATHY
HAKES for lots of extra ‘hands-on-help’ in October, especially regarding transportation, visitation, food, and
home assistance. Their service is appreciated immensely.

Thanks to LOIS STARNES and JENNIFER STARNES for organizing the lunch via the LADIES CIRCES for a
church family with two deaths only days apart. It was a labor of love that extended care and compassion in a time
of great sorrow.

Thanks to SUZANNE JETER for her ongoing efforts with supply organization and storage, as well as deep
cleaning in the fellowship hall and kitchen area. Also thanks to BRIAN BROOKS & CLEAN EXPRESS for
cleaning the church carpet ‘spic & span’ fresh. Looks great, smells great — great job!

Thanks to BRIAN BROOKS for subbing as the PowerPoint tech on Sunday, October 19™. It was smooth and
seamless — well done!

Thanks to the entire GCC FAMILY OF FAITH for being so diligent to get the Lord’s work done and all the needs
met in our midst. It’s a blessed experience to be a part of such a loving, caring, and serving congregation. Please
know that one and all are appreciated beyond words.

Thanks to SUZANNE JETER for continuing to upgrade the “stash room” storage capacity with shelving /
cupboard units. Suzanne has gone to meritorious efforts in our storage and kitchen areas to help us all become
more efficient and effective. Additional thanks to LISA DARNELL for cleaning and organizing another one of
the storage areas.

Thanks to PAULA KEITH, RICK GRAY, TONY TIPTON, and KAYE TIPTON for attending to the flowers both
inside the sanctuary and outside in the planter box. Flowers are a grace gift from God to beautify and adorn man’s
habitations in creation. Much appreciation to Paula, Rick, Tony, and Kaye for bringing the beauty and adornment
to our house of worship.

Thanks to PATTY TURNER, ROSE LANE, and GARY BEVERLY for helping with the October edition of the
church newsletter. Their teamwork of folding, stuffing, labeling, and stamping expedited everything in good
order.

Thanks to a HOST OF GCCers, too many to name, for lots of extra ‘hands-on-help’ in September. The needs
have been many — especially regarding transportation, visitation, food, and home assistance. The efforts of one
and all are appreciated beyond words. Truly, together we are edifying each other “for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:12).

As always, thanks and thanks again to the GCC VOLUNTEERS & STAFF for working hard to keep all the “nuts
and bolts tightened”, gears turning”, and “wheels moving” for an efficient and effective running church. Those

include the following:
VOLUNTEERS

Lisa Darnell [Adelphai Circle Leadership / Butterbean Auction]

Vicki Clevinger [Praise Team Director / Worship Leader / Adephai Circle Leadership]
Lois Starnes [Dorcas Circle Leadership]

Janice Hill [Dorcas Circle Leadership / Adult Sunday School]

Henry Funkhouser [Adult Sunday School]

Wayne Darnell, Tony Tipton, Joie Kerns [House & Grounds Exterior]

Larry Moore & Gary Beverly [House & Grounds Interior and General Maintenance]
Kaye Tipton [Interior / Exterior Flowers]

Jennifer Starnes [Missions Board]

Jamie Abernathy, Jordan Arrington, Kitty Beverly [Tech Team Support]

Brian Brooks [Webmaster]

Kay Cook, Robert Thompson, Jeff Arrington [Local Missions item inventory and delivery]

STAFF (Paid & Unpaid)

Kitty Beverly [Secretary, Administration, Media Arts]
Rebecca Phillips [Bookkeeping]

Adam McCloud [Children’s / Youth Ministry]

Ethel Busick [Outreach / Inreach Assistance]

Vicki Clevinger [Music Ministry Leadership]

Lily Wise [Pianist]

Cindy Hardee [Organist]
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CARDS & LETTERS

Dear Friends at Grace Christian Church,
Thanks to all of you for the thoughtful birthday cards on my ninety-second! It is a pleasure to be in your
fellowship at GCC. Best wishes to all of you!
Respectfully,
Doug Dade

Thank you so much for remembering our father with a floral gift. It was comforting to
have friends and family with us at this fime.
The Hyder Family

Marcia and | would like to thank everyone who has texted — phoned - sent
cards — visited — been concerned or sent prayers — of course | always enjoy it
when Marcia says “Mail Call”.

Love to all my church family.

Ruth and Marcia

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Thank you so much for the kind and loving gestures extended to us for “Pastor
Appreciation Sunday”. We are constantly grateful for the blessing of serving alongside all
of you whom we count as family. Your support and encouragement across the years
profoundly minister to our [ives. And that is a forever treasure. ‘Blessings to one and all.

In Christ,
Ed & Vicki

To the Doreas § Adelphal Clreles,

Thawk you for the fabulous food § desserts Yyou prepared for us after the service for
| Jewel Baker.

Thanks!




THINKING ABOUT THANKING

= THANKING OUR VETERANS... Sunday, November 9th

Morning Worship — 11 am Evening Worship — 6 pm
“Veterans Tribute” THE E. PATRICK HULL
PATRIOT SERIES [Part 4]
Re: Veterans Day

= THANKING OUR SENIORS ... Sunday, November 9"

VETERANS / SENIORS TRIBUTE CATERED LUNCH
November 9"
(following the morning service)
*Everyone Invited!*

= THANKING GOD ... Sunday, November 234

Morning Worship — 11 am Evening Worship — 6 pm
Sermon — “A Song of Thanksgiving” “Thanks-Living Service”
(Psalm 28:6-7) With Whittney Kite

DECEMBER

CHILDREN’S WEEKEND OF GIVING
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM *  Hope Haven “Christmas Outreach”
December 141 [Saturday — December 20" ]
Sunday — 6 pm *  Roller-Russ House “Christmas Outreach”
[followed by [Sunday — December 21%]

“All-Church Christmas Party”
w/snacks and goodies]

el e

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE DECEMBER SERMON SERIES
December 24 “’Tis the Season... For Soul-Searching”
Wednesday — 8 pm (Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28)




