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GROWING IN GRACE 
“Graced to Grow” 

  
 On November 23, 2019, Grace Christian Church met for the first time pursuant to the merger 
of Oakwood Forest Christian Church and Grace Covenant Church.  It was appropriately 
‘Thanksgiving Sunday.’  The last six years, all along the way, have been a confirmation that GCC 
has been ‘graced’ by God’s constant providence. 
 The odds were against us in that approximately 80% of church plants and/or mergers fail 
within five years.  Moreover, our merger occurred just as COVID arrived on the scene and wreaked 
havoc on national church attendance.  Thanks be to God that GCC not only survived but also started 
to grow.  And the growth rate has increased in 2025. 
 You may recall that the late John Powers provided special music at our Advent Celebration 
service only two weeks after our merger.  In the service he said, “It requires a special gift of grace to 
successfully merge two churches.”  John’s words were a timely and well-spoken reminder that 
churches do not rise or continue by whim or wit.  Without God’s blessing the work will not last.  
Unless the Lord “lights the candle” (Rev. 1:13) the fire will not burn.  If the fire does not burn, the 
candle waxes cold.  It is important to remember John’s observation that candles represent churches 
(Rev. 1:20). 
 To be sure GCC has been blessed beyond measure.  We have been graced to grow!  So, it is 
an imperative that we always acknowledge the bounty of blessedness we enjoy as a “grace-gift.”  
Our sentiments and service must remain humble and full of grateful praise to Him from whom all 
blessings flow.   
 Thanksgiving 2025 is the perfect season to renew our commitment to an unwavering 
deferential regard for the grace of God that allowed us a candle and gave us a flame.  The best and 
highest evidence of such is not only thanksgiving but thanks-living.  ‘Thanks-living’ is really what 
the Apostle Paul was talking about in Romans 12:1 when he exhorted, “Present yourselves as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God which is your spiritual service of worship.”  It is an 
exhortation for life itself to be a gesture of worship; for life itself to be a daily praise-offering to 
God. 
 As we continue GROWING IN GRACE together, let us remember that thanksgiving is not 
just for Thanksgiving Day.  It is for ‘thanks-living’ daily.  And that is and must always be a standard 
among Christians, especially those at Grace Christian Church.  Indeed, we literally began on  
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