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GROWING IN GRACE 

“Resolved:  Trust In Jesus”  

 

  

 It happens to millions every year on December 31st – ‘The Resolution Mode.’  Characterized 

by visionary anticipation of decisive endings and new beginnings, the New Year’s threshold is 

crossed with idealistic, even romantic, expectations of success.  Armed, then, with a New Year’s 

resolution, one charges forward on January 1st like a racehorse bolting from the starting gate.  

There’s a temporary adrenaline rush that comes from the prospect of victory.  Then reality happens.  

Unwanted carry-overs from last year follow after and approaching threats in the new year loom 

large.  One flinches…stumbles….falls….The experience of failure collides with hopes and dreams.  

Disappointment, despair, despondency, and depression take hold.  Finally, life calls for the question, 

“Try again, or throw in the towel and give up?”  Answering is a faith proposition.  Specifically, how 

to answer is determined by the object of faith.     

 So, what is the object of faith?  More specifically, who is the object of faith?  Some boast in 

‘self-reliance’ so as to say, “I believe only in myself.”  It’s the myth of the ‘self-made man’ – a 

myth that exposes its own utter impotency in the face of mortality.  On the opposite extreme are 

those who disavow reliance on anything or anyone, including themselves.  Their autobiography 

recites a past life of chronic disappointment in everything and everyone, again, including 

themselves.  They use the same to justify pessimism, cynicism, and negativism.  They cease to be 

disappointed because they expect the worst.  For them ‘good luck’ is the best life has to offer, but 

‘bad luck’ is considered status quo.  It’s the tragedy of fatalism in which life is interpreted as a 

perpetual experience and confirmation of hopelessness.  But then, thank God, there are those who 

rely solely on Jesus.  They’re called Christians.  

      For Christians failure is never final.  Hope carries the day.  Fresh starts and new beginnings 

are standard fare.  Christians count both ‘self-reliance’ and ‘non-reliance’ as dangerous delusions 

with disastrous consequences.  In contrast, Jesus is counted as the only sure and secure trustee of 

reliance.  As the object of faith, Jesus can be trusted to provide an “all-sufficient grace” (II Cor. 

12:9), an “all-supplying glory” (Col. 4:19), an “all-conquering love” (Rom. 8:37), an “all-coping 

strength” (Phil. 4:13), and an “all-enduring fortitude” (I Cor. 10:13).  How do we know?  Because 

He is ‘the Great ALL!’  As Paul, says, “All things are subjected to Him,….that God may be all in 

all” (Eph. 1:23).   
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