
 
 

is not finished despite sin should be cause for an urgent national revival that carves out a place for noble and virtuous 
patriotism. And such patriotism does not conflict with Christian faith but can be an extension or expression of the same. 
The content of an American patriotism invigorated by Judeo-Christian faith must first and foremost include recognition of 
the “American miracle” preceded by the “American appeal.” The appeal was to God; the miracle was God’s gracious 
answer. How could a nation so dramatically blessed in its founding expect to continue being blessed without retaining a 
gratitude-evoking awareness of its Great Benefactor? For posterity’s sake our Founders offered these exhortations: “We 
must present to our Great Benefactor sincere and unfeigned thanks for His infinite goodness and mercy towards us from 
our birth to the present moment.” Samuel Adams, 1776 “It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of 
Almighty God.” George Washington, 1789 “Can the liberties of a nation be secure if conviction is removed that these 
liberties are the gift of God?” Thomas Jefferson, 1800 Indeed, these admonitions are firmly grounded in God’s warning to 
Israel as a beneficiary nation: “Give heed to yourselves and keep your souls diligently, so that you do not forget….” 
(Deut. 4:9). As we continue GROWING IN GRACE together, let us, as one congregation of the Lord’s one Church 
throughout, do our part to ensure that America is reminded of the ‘writ large’ truth as expressed by Katharine Lee Bates in 
her timeless 1893 anthem: “America! America! God shed His grace on thee.” May America’s “Semiquincentennial 
Appeal” be that God continues to shed grace on us in the future. Moreover, may America’s “Semiquincentennial 
Experience” be replete with the graces of yet another miracle. As the late Adrian Rogers said, “We could use one (or 
several).” At 250 and beyond…….  

….God Bless America, 

Ed                                                                                       
 
 

ELDERS MEETING 
 

July 14th                                                                                              
Tuesday—6 pm 

[American Way Campus] 
 

 
 

   

LADIES CIRCLES….  
 

 
 

All ladies are invited to participate in either or both circles.] 

 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 

 

GEMS OF WISDOM FROM OUR FOREBEARS 
 

“To be sure, the world crisis is not basically political, economic, or social, but religious and moral. Only Christ’s redemptive 
dynamic is able to activate humanity to the highest levels of ethical achievement. To press God’s claim upon the masses, regenerate 
Christians must confront the world now with an ethic to make it tremble and with a dynamic to give it hope. We must offer a new 
evangelical mind whose political, economic, sociological, and educational affirmations reflect the Christian world view”. 

[Carl F. H. Henry, 1913-2003; in Twilight of a Great Civilization: The Drift Toward Neo-Paganism, 1988, p. 166] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Dorcas Circle Meeting 
 

July 14th             
Tuesday – 10:30 am 

[Lunch at Olive Garden, 11:30 am] 

Adelphai Circle 
 

July 9th        
Thursday - 6 pm 

BUTTERBEAN AUCTION 
---------------------------------- 

July 21st             
Tuesday – 1 pm 

---------------------------------- 
 [Everyone invited!] 

---------------------------------- 
[For more information about the “Butterbean Auction” or about donating items, you may contact 

“Butterbean Auctioneer” Lisa Darnell at (423)782-0963 
 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE  
 

The next Christian Education newsmaker at GCC is the 1-Day Vacation Bible School scheduled for Sunday, July 12th 

beginning at 2 pm. This year’s theme will be “Level Up!”  A planning meeting was held on Sunday, June 14th resulting in a division of 
labor to get everything done in a timely fashion.  Pre-VBS preparations are well underway. Everyone is encouraged to invite the 
children of family, friends, and neighbors to join in this special afternoon of FUN-tastic HAPPY-nings while learning about Jesus and 
growing in faith.  

Christian Education is always a standard offering at GCC across the full range of the weekly schedule. Children/Youth 
Minister Adam McCloud provides learning opportunities for young people on Sunday mornings for Sunday School at 10 am and 
Children’s Church at 11 am.  In addition, Adam’s “Grace Cadets” program extends those learning opportunities on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings at 6 pm.  Of course, Christian Education is equally important for adults. The Adult Sunday School Class meets 
on Sunday mornings at 10 am and is taught by Nick Bush and Henry Funkhouser. And, as always, Sunday services at 11 am and 6 pm 
as well as Wednesday S.A.L.T. Bible Study at 6 pm are standard fare for Bible learning each and every week. 

Be sure to pause and plug in to a Christian Education opportunity as often as possible. And don’t forget… 
… “God’s word is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path”. 

(ref. Ps. 119:105) 

GRACE CADETS NEWS   

 It’s hard to believe we’re already about halfway through the summer! As we begin looking ahead 
to a new school year, I’m so thankful for all that God has been doing in the lives of our children and 
youth over the past several months. 
 We recently wrapped up our Sunday morning series, Imperfectly Perfect, and our Wednesday night 
study on living out the Great Commission. Throughout these studies, our kids have been reminded 
that they were created in God’s image with purpose and that their imperfections do not define 
them—God’s love does. They have also been challenged to see that following Jesus means actively 
sharing His love and making disciples in their everyday lives. My prayer is that these lessons will 
continue to shape the way they think, serve, and walk with Christ for years to come. 
 There is so much excitement surrounding our one-day VBS, Level Up!, on July 12th! We have been 
working hard to prepare for an incredible day of games, worship, Bible lessons, and fun as we 
encourage kids to “level up” in their faith. I can’t wait to share all that God does through this event, 
and I’ll have a full update in next month’s newsletter. 
 Finally, I wanted to let everyone know that I will be out of town on Sunday, July 26. If you would 
be willing to help by covering Sunday School and Children’s Church that morning, please let me know. 
 Thank you for your continued prayers, encouragement, and support. It is such a privilege to invest 
in the next generation, and I look forward with great anticipation to all God has in store for the 
remainder of the summer and the exciting new school year ahead! 
 

-Adam– 423-607-0715 or abmccloud@gmail.com 
 

 
MISSIONS UPDATE 

 

The regular missions program at GCC continues with a supported portfolio of 14 missions. Five are supported 
monthly and 9 on a rotating basis. A full list of these 14 is published weekly on the announcements/prayer list insert 
inluded in the Sunday bulletin.  In addition to the forementioned, 3 local missions are regularly supported via donated 
items. The status of those for June is as follows:  
 Kay Cook reported delivery of  261 individual snack items to the Ballad-HV “Hospitality Snack Cart”; 
 Jeff Arrington reported that 46 more bars of soap were donated in May, bringing our total inventory to 803 bars as 
we continue pressing onward toward our goal of 1200+ bars to be delivered to the Sullivan County Jail Ministry the first 
of December;  
 Robert Thompson reported that Clorox/Lysol wipes are being held in inventory for Andrew Johnson School and 
will be delivered at the beginning of the new school year in August. 
  The ‘special mission emphasis’ through June was “The Perks Mentoring Program” of Oasis on Mill St. in 
Kingsport. The collection of posted items has concluded and all items were delivered at the end of June by Vicki 
Clevinger. 
  As you recall Ephraim Tshuma and Family joined us on Sunday evening, May 17th to share about past mission 
work in Zimbabwe and future mission work in Honduras. The Honduras mission has concluded (for this season) and 
The Tshumas will return to GCC for an update/report on Sunday evening, July 19th at 6 pm. Be sure to save the date! 
  Check out the missions board in the fellowship hall for updates and reminders creatively provided by Jennifer 
Starnes. Thanks to everyone for remaining always interested in, engaged with, and supportive of the GCC missions 
program. 

 



*MISSIONS QUOTE* 
 

“Declare His glory among the nations and His marvelous works among all the peoples.” 
(Psalm 96:3) 

 
 

“It’s JULY and I have hope….” 
[Charlotte OhEriksson, 2021 

 

Installment #2 
of 

THE E. PATRICK HULL 
“New Testament Prayer Series” 

______________________________________________ 
 

June 28th 
Sunday, 6 pm 

______________________________________________ 
                                                                                                               

Everyone is encouraged to attend. 
 

 

POTLUCK FELLOWSHIP MEAL  
_____________________________________________                                                                                       

 
July 29th 

Wednesday – 6 pm 
_______________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
                    
    Everyone is invited! 

Thanks for bringing food, dessert, and drink items to share. 

 

EPHRAIM TSHUMA and FAMILY 
______________________________________________ 

 
Honduras 
Mission 

Update / Report 
____________________________________________ 

 
July 19th 

Sunday – 6 pm 
____________________________________________ 

 
Everyone is encouraged to join in support of the  

Tshuma Family. 
 

 

1-Day 
VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

THEME: “Level Up!” 
DATE:     July 12th 
                 Sunday 
TIME:      2 pm FF 
WHO:      All young people 
                [Be sure to invite family, friends, and neighbors] 
WHAT:   Lessons, Crafts, Games, Music, Refreshments 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SAVE THE DATE! 

 
MUSIC STAFF TRANSITION 

 

On Sunday, July 14th, LILY WISE concluded a 5-year long tenure as our Church Pianist. Lily’s graduation from 
ETSU last December set her path decisively on continuing professional education at the University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center–College of Dentistry in Memphis, TN.  At the publication of this newsletter, Lily has moved and begun her 
schooling. Lily has served Grace Christian Church with distinction. The timing and manner of Lily’s arrival was providential. 
She brought to the piano ivories a quality, consistency, and style that musically set the tone for a weekly worship experience 
full of soul-stirring inspiration. Her Christian faith, musical talent, work ethic, and humble service have helped us to grow 
spiritually and have left a lasting impression on us all.  

Lily is forever loved by GCC and has our prayers, support, and well-wishes for a life filled with great success, 
glorious adventure, and the fullness of God’s blessing for His glory and her best and highest. We will see Lily again at 
Church, in a dentist chair, or somewhere else at some other time of God’s own choosing. Until then and always we remain 
grateful for her service to Christ at GCC. We cherish her fingerprints left on the piano keys, on our family of faith, and on 
each of our lives. 
 Transitioning to the Church Pianist position is Cindy Hardee. Cindy is a veteran pianist (and organist) as well as an 
accomplished musician on the harp, clarinet, and, most recently, the flute. She served as the church pianist at GCC in the 
1990’s and at First Christian Church in the 2000’s, 10s, and 20s. She has been serving as our organist at GCC for the last 14 
months. Cindy has been consistently involved in music since the late 1960s. In short, music has been “instrumental” in her 
life for a lifetime. We are so thankful and blessed to welcome Cindy to the Kawai Baby Grand. Her musical excellence 
supported by Christian faith is a God-send. 
 



graceFULLY-noted 
 

 Thanks to our WORSHIP LEADERS in the month of June for helping us begin our Sunday morning worship services with “our 
minds set on things above” (Col. 3:1). Those included PATTY JOHNSON (June 7), PATTY TURNER (June 21), and ADAM 
MCCLOUD (June 28). 

 Thanks to the GCC PRAISE TEAM for working hard every week to ensure weekly selections of special music that are spiritually 
inspirational, thematically relevant, and qualitatively excellent. Special music for June included “Praise to The Lord, The Almighty” 
(June 7), “I Will Stand” (June 14), and “Patriotic Hymn Medley” (June 28).  

 Thanks to KATHY HAKES for sharing the vintage “Two Flags Poem” for Flag Day on Sunday, June 14th. The poem was a 
wonderful tribute to shape patriotic perspective from a Biblical worldview. Special thanks to EDWARD THOMPSON, AUDREY 
MCCLOUD, SAMANTHA FOWLER, and ELLA GARNER for faithfully distributing take-home American and Christian Flags to 
the entire congregation.  Also, thanks to EDWARD THOMPSON for holding the Bible during our flag pledges and to Kay Cook for 
adding a well-timed ‘P.S. word of appreciation’ to end the service. 

 Thanks to VICKI CLEVINGER for sharing her “Measure of a Man” devotion for Father’s Day on Sunday, June 21st. The devotion 
was an inspirational tribute to fathers and Christian men. Special thanks to AUDREY MCCLOUD and SAMANTHA FOWLER for 
faithfully distributing ‘Tape Measure Gift Bags’ to all men of the church. The Father’s Day theme was perfectly captured to 
conclude the service with a solo vocal rendition of “Wonderful Merciful Savior” sung by CINDY HARDEE. Much appreciation to 
Cindy for providing this perfect musical touch, which also served as special music for our Lord’s Day service. 

 Thanks to a host of GCCers for a month-long outpouring of service to prepare, deliver, and serve meals as well as to extend ‘hand-
on’ domestic and transportation assistance during a season of great needs. The outpouring in June was so great that mentioning 
individual names risks leaving out participants. “Servants’ hearts” at GCC abound. Special thanks to LOIS STARNES and 
JENNIFER STARNES for their virtually full-time efforts to organize, schedule, and shepherd a huge part of the service. 

 Thanks to PARKER GOLDEN for his commitment to learn and operate the new sound system. Parker has been involved in every 
level from installation to application. GCC is so grateful to our Elders for appropriating the necessary funding to upgrade our audio 
capabilities. In Parker’s capable hands we have never sounded better. 

 Thanks to GARY BEVERLY, LUCY BUSH, and SUZANNE JETER for completing lots of pre-VBS tasks for this year’s 
upcoming Vacation Bible School. Also, thanks to Gary for attaching all the flags to the wooden posts of the flags distributed on 
Flag Day.  We had no idea the flags would arrive with the message “assembly not included”.  Gary quickly got it done in time for 
our June 14th service.  

 Thanks to SUZANNE JETER for attending to the restocking and reorganizing needs of our stash/storage room. Suzanne has made it 
not only a supply area but a room with creative décor.  

 Thanks to KAYE TIPTON and PAULA KEITH for keeping the GCC florals both inside and outside creative, changing, and always 
beautiful. Their attention to the aesthetic details of our surroundings is so much appreciated. 

 Thanks to WAYNE DARNELL, TONY TIPTON, and JOIE KERNS for keeping the two GCC campuses mowed, trimmed, and 
cleaned. GCC is richly blessed by the labors of these men throughout the hot days of summer. 

 Thanks to SUZANNE JETER, PATTY TURNER, ROSE LANE, and GARY BEVERLY for serving as the “Newsletter Team” in 
June. Their assembly line teamwork to fold, stuff, label, and stamp “got ’er done” in good order. Much appreciation! 

 GCC congratulations to MIKE JETER for performing his way into one of sporting’s elite clubs. It happened on Friday, June 26th at 
the Ridgefields Golf Course. On hole 13 Mike made a “hole-in-one”! Only 1-2 % of golfers ever score a hole-in-one. The lifetime 
probability of hitting a hole-in-one is 1 in 12,500 and the average age of those who do is 55 , with an average tenure of 24 years of 
play. Way to go Mike! Awesome accomplishment! 

 Thanks to the MANY VOLUNTEERS who work constantly to get all the bases covered at GCC. Special thanks for their 
willingness to assume ‘extra measures’ of responsibility during the recent week of pre-VBS, preparation, GCC has been 
extraordinarily blessed with ministry opportunities and they all have been and are being attended to diligently and in good order. 
Praise the Lord for our family of faith and the service to Christ rendered thereby.  

 Of course, always we are grateful for the GCC STAFF (paid and unpaid) and VOLUNTEERS who are engaged in year-round 
services that include weekly / daily responsibilities that meet the needs of one and all. Those include the following: 
                                                         

VOLUNTEERS 
 

o Lisa Darnell [Adelphai Circle Leadership / Butterbean Auction] 
o Vicki Clevinger [Praise Team Director / Worship Leader / Adelphai Circle Leadership] 
o Lois Starnes [Dorcas Circle Leadership] 
o Janice Hill [Dorcas Circle Leadership] 
o Henry Funkhouser [Adult Sunday School] 
o Nick Bush [Adult Sunday School] 
o Wayne Darnell, Tony Tipton, Joie Kerns [House & Grounds Exterior] 
o Larry Moore & Gary Beverly [House & Grounds Interior and General Maintenance] 
o Kaye Tipton and Paula Keith [Interior / Exterior Flowers] 
o Jennifer Starnes [Missions / Missions Board] 
o Brian & LeeAnn Brooks, [Tech Team Support] 
o Kitty Beverly [Multimedia Arts]  
o Brian Brooks [Webmaster] 
o Parker Golden [Audio Tech] 
o Kay Cook, Robert Thompson, Jeff Arrington [Local Missions item inventory and delivery] 

 
 

  STAFF (Paid & Unpaid) 
 

o Kitty Beverly [Secretary, Administration, 
Media Arts] 

o Rebecca Phillips [Bookkeeping] 
o Adam McCloud [Children’s / Youth Ministry] 
o Ethel Busick [Outreach / Inreach Assistance] 
o Vicki Clevinger [Music Ministry Leadership] 
o Cindy Hardee [Pianist / Organist]    

 



 
CONDOLENCES FOR JUNE 

 

 The GCC family of faith joins in prayerful support of church-connected families who have recently experienced 
the passing of a loved one.  We pray for their comfort and peace through Jesus Christ our Lord who has won the victory. 

 The Family of Beverly Bush (1930-2026) 
[Mother of Nick Bush] 

 The Family of Art Becker (1942-2026) 
[Husband of Pat Becker, a founding member of GCC along with her family–The Heltons] 

 The Family of Wayne Brickey (1944-2026) 
[Husband of Sue Brickey. Wayne was a former elder at GCC] 
 
 

 

CARDS & LETTERS 
 

 

      
  
      
   

Thank you so much for all 
you do! 

Holston Valley Medical 
Center Volunteer Service 

 

Thank you from the Cancer Center of Kingsport 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for your 

donation of snacks for the patients 
at the cancer center. 

May the Lord richly bless you. 
Matt. 25:40 

Sincerely, 
Staff & Volunteers Thank you for all the nice get-

well cards that I received. I enjoyed 
every one. Hope to see everyone soon. 

Thank you, 
Karen Ervin 

Many thanks to Bobby & Kay Cook, 
Henry Funkhouser, and Sam Pierson for 
helping us move. We couldn’t have done it 
without you. There’s nothing like Christian 
family and friends! 
                            Forever Grateful, 

    David McCready and Brian Depew 

God can do the impossible. 
Thank God first & foremost. If 

it wasn’t for God Terry wouldn’t be here 
today. He is a miracle. Thank you for all 
the prayers, messages, & calls. 

Thank you for the love and 
support in our time of need. 

Love, 
Terry & Jackie  

     Two words that come 
with so much gratitude: 

Thank you! 
            Pat Hull 

Thank you for your prayers 
and concern. I am on the road to 
recovery but it is a slow process. We 
hope to be back soon. We are so 
happy to be a part of Grace 
Christian Church. 

Brenda Jones 
 

Special thanks to Ed for the visits 
and calls. 

God is so good! 

Dear Church Family. 
Thank you so much for all the cards 

sent, all the calls made and all the prayers 
said the past few months. We thank God for 
those answered prayers! 

I am so grateful that God led Mike 
and I to Grace Christian Church. 

May He Bless You All! 
With much love, 
Suzanne 

 


