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GROWING IN GRACE 

“America, Thanksgiving, and Christianity:   

A Providential Meeting” 
 

 In his elder years, Plymouth Colony Governor William Bradford undertook to record a 

history of the pilgrim storyline that is a – even ‘the’ – major factor in the origins of America.  He 

began with its ‘Old World’ inception in 1608 and ended with its ‘New World’ flourishing in 1650.  

His work was entitled Of Plymouth Plantation.  From it Americans are able to extract the earliest, or 

‘original,’ events that bequeathed to us our Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 Thanksgiving received official sanctioning as a “red letter day” in 1863 under the 

administration of President Abraham Lincoln.  It has been celebrated in America, however, since 

1621 – one year after the Mayflower Colonists landed at Plymouth Rock on November 21, 1620 

[date ref. Gregorian Calendar].  It is well documented that a three-day harvest festival was 

celebrated with the indigenous people known as Wampanoags.  As Governor Bradford records, that 

‘First Thanksgiving’ included as the main course(s) “waterfowl, wild turkey, and venison.”  Of 

course, the theme of note was thanksgiving and praise to God from whom all blessings flow.     

      Preceding this ‘First Thanksgiving Day’ it is also important to note that the first thanksgiving 

rendered by the colonists was commensurate with landing ashore on November 21, 1620.  They 

immediately and spontaneously broke out in doxology.  Here is Governor Bradford’s account:  

   

   “They fell upon their knees and blessed the God of Heaven who had brought 

   them over the vast and furious ocean, and delivered them from all perils and  

   miseries of it, again to set their feet upon the firm and stable earth.  It is no  

   marvel that they were thus joyful…..If they looked behind them there was the 

   mighty ocean they had passed and was now a gulf separating them from all  

   civilized parts of the world….What then could now sustain them but the Spirit of 

   God and His grace?  Ought not their children rightly say, ‘Our fathers came over 

   the great ocean and were ready to perish in this wilderness; but they cried to the 

   Lord and He heard their voice and looked on their adversity.  Let them,  

   therefore, praise the Lord, for He is good and His mercies endure forever’” (Of 

   Plymouth Plantation, 1650/1909/1998, pp. 64-66). 
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